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Washington, DC - The Oversight and Investigation  Subcommittee of the House Committee on
Veterans' Affairs, led by Chairman Harry  E. Mitchell (D-AZ), conducted a hearing to examine
President Obama's budget  request for the Department of Veterans Affairs Office of the
Inspector General  (OIG) and the Office of Information and Technology (OI&T) for fiscal year 
2011.

  

The  Administration proposed an OIG budget of $109.3 million, which is a $367,000  increase
over the 2010 levels.  The OI&T budget remained at their 2010  levels: $3.3 billion.  The
subcommittee was concerned that in the midst of one  of the largest VA budget increases in
years, two critical offices had their  budgets remain unchanged.

  

"The Office  of the Inspector General and the Office of Information and Technology are 
essential to accomplishing Secretary Shinseki's goal of transforming the VA into  a 21st Century
Agency," said Chairman Harry Mitchell.  "They facilitate the  Department's mission through the
use of modern computing infrastructure as well  as by identifying waste, fraud, and abuse
through internal investigations.  We  are very interested to hear the VA's plan for executing this
budget, and  ensuring that it will meet the needs of our Nation's  heroes."

  

Mr. Richard  Griffin, the Deputy Inspector General of the VA, testified that a stagnant  budget
could result in an inability to take on any new initiatives within its  oversight function.  He
explained that the OIG has both a proactive and a  reactive role, and that a limited budget
sometimes causes proactive initiatives  to be sidelined by unexpected, but critically urgent
reactive investigations.   Mr. Griffin went on to say that with a larger budget he would like to
devote  more time to systematic reviews of VA programs, especially its role in  eliminating
veteran homelessness.

  

Assistant  Secretary of the VA for Information and Technology Roger Baker stated that the  FY
2011 budget is "fully supportive" of his office's goals, even though it  remains at the FY 2010
funding levels.  By developing new, more efficient  programs, Mr. Baker believed that it would
be possible to "spend fewer dollars  and get better results."  Baker emphasized that as
someone who is interested in  ensuring that the VA remains fiscally responsible, he believes
that OI&T can  give itself a budget increase by spending the money more efficiently and 
effectively.  He also discussed recent improvements to the security of VA's IT  infrastructure that
include regulations and training programs to make data  breaches less likely.
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